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Abstract 
 

The  standard  of  Higher  Education  indicates  the  amount  of  general  and  
specific  knowledge,  achievement  and  learning  level,  power  of  oral  and  
written  expression  and  impact  of  acquired  knowledge  on  the  life  of  
students.  In  order  to  meet  the  challenges  of  changing  demands  for  
advanced  knowledge  and  technologies  both  quantity  and  qua  quality  of  
Higher  Education  should  be  enhanced.  To  generate  good  quality  
Educational  output  our  state  should  raise  sufficient  public  and  private  
resources  and  allocate  them  sufficient.  Also  to  recruit  and  retain  
qualified  professors  and  researchers,  providing  sufficient  incentives  is  
necessary  and  should  be  considered  a  priority. 

Education  in  College  and  Post-Graduate  level  beyond  Primary  and  
Secondary  level  is  important  because  it  needs  to  meet  the  challenges  of  
changing  demands  for  advanced  knowledge  and  technologies.  However,  
expanding  higher  education  is  quite  expensive,  but  State  Government  
has  made  several  efforts  to  take  it  to  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  
State.  This  paper  analyses  the  growth  and  development  of  higher  
education  in  J&K.  It  aim  to  suggest  certain  more  steps  for  improving  
quality  of  higher  education  in  J&K. 
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Introduction 
A  historical  perspective  of  higher  education  in  J  &  K-  Ancient  Kashmir  was  
the  centre  of  Sanskrit  learning.  Students  and  Scholars  from  whole  of  the  
country  continued  to  come  here  for  higher  studies.  Under  Muslim  rulers  there  
was  primary  education  and  higher  education  imparted  in  Maktabs  and  
Madrasas.  There  were  also  traces  of  higher  education  in  Buddhist  period.  
Famous  higher  educational  institutions  like:  -  Takshila,  Nalanda,  Jaggadala,  
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Udantapuri,  Vikramshila,  etc,  existed  during  this  period  (Suresh  Bhatnagar,  
1990).  Jammu  And  Kashmir  State  was  founded  by  Maharaja  Gulab  Singh  
under  Amritsar  treaty  signed  by  him  with  the  British  government  in  March,  
1846.  Maharaja  Gulab  Singh  the  first  ruler  of  J  &  K  state  did  little  in  the  
field  of  education  or  for  the  development  of  art  and  literature.  After  the  rule  
of  Maharaja  Gulab  Singh  (1846-1856  A.D.)  the  crown  was  passed  on  to  his  
son,  Maharaja  Ranbir  Singh.  He  ruled  from  1856  to  1885  A.D.He  was  a  
wonderful  person  with  deep  interest  in  religion  &  devotion  to  learning  and  art.  
He  established  the  first  Press,  the  Vidya  Vikas  Press  in  the  state  to  translate  
books  into  Sanskrit  for  Hindu  male  scholars.  He  also  established  Raghunath  
Sanskrit  Mahapustakalaya-  a  great  monument  (Chohan,  1998).  He  contributed  
much  towards  school  education  but  Maharaja  Pratap  Singh,  who  ruled  from  
1885  to  1925  A.D.,  gave  importance  to  higher  education.  Under  his  rule  Prince  
of  Wales  College  in  Jammu  and  Annie  Besant  College  in  Srinagar  came  into  
existence  in  1905.  Maharaja  Pratap  Singh  appointed  a  committee  under  the  
chairmanship  of  Mr  M  Sharp,  Education  Commissioner,  Govt  of  India,  in  
1916.  This  committee  made  important  recommendations  regarding  college  
education.  In  1938,  an  education  re-organisation  committee  was  founded  under  
the  chairmanship  of  Mr  K  G  Saiyidain  and  recommended  for  training  of  
teachers.  Based  on  the  guidelines  of  the  committee,  a  teacher’s  training  school  
was  opened  in  Srinagar.  The  B.T.  classes  were  established  for  the  training  of  
graduate  teachers  in  state  in  1940.  After  Independence  a  need  for  educational  
reorganisation  in  the  state  was  felt.  An  education  re-organisation  committee  
came  into  existence  in  1950.  Mr.  A.A.  Kazmini,  Director  of  Education  was  its  
Chairman.  The  Committee  recommended  completely  free  education  at  all  levels  
i.e.;  from  pre-primary  to  the  higher  education  stage.  Two  colleges  for  women  
were  started,  one  at  Jammu  and  the  other  at  Srinagar  on  the  basis  of  the  
committee’s  suggestions. 
 
 
Objectives  of  the  paper:- 

1. To  analyse  growth  of  higher  education  in  J  &  K. 
2. To  make  suggestions  for  improving  higher  education  in  J  &  K.   
3. To  view  quantity  of  degree  colleges  in  J  &  K  and  their  impact  on  

quality. 
 
 
Methodology 
The  data  is  collected  from  both  primary  and  secondary  sources  in  order  to  
verify  that  with  the  increase  in  quantity  of  higher  educational  institutes,  the  
quality  is  deteriorating. 
 
Growth  of  Higher  Education  in  J  &  K  in  modern  times 
An  outcome  of  education  is  composed  of  both  quantity  and  quality  of  
educational  capital.  In  Higher  Education  capital  quantity  can  be  measured  by  
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the  no.  of  graduates.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  rather  difficult  to  measure  its  
quality,  but  it  can  be  reflected  in  the  performance  of  its  graduates.  
(Ralph.G.Lewis  &  Dougals.H.Smith,  1998).  Regarding  the  growth  of  Higher  
Education  in  J  &  K,  the  University  of  Jammu  was  established  in  1969  with  
just  11  departments  and  10  affiliated  colleges.  It  has  presently  35  leading  
departments  and  172  affiliated  colleges.  It  has  its  own  campus  in  Jammu,  
besides  it  has  established  offsite  Campuses  at  Bhaderwah,  Kathua,  Udhampur,  
Ramban,  Reasi,  Poonch,  Doda  and  Kishtwar.  Out  of  172  colleges  affiliated  to  
the  university  there  are  75  colleges  of  education,  one  college  is  the  
government  college  of  education  while  other  74  are  the  non-government  
colleges  of  education.  There  are  7  state  universities  and  2  central  universities  
in  the  state.  There  is  one  autonomous  college  i.e;  National  Institute  of  
Technology,  Srinagar.  There  are  14  law  colleges,  15  Private  Degree  Colleges  
and  3  Oriental  Colleges  in  Jammu.  There  are  9  Government  Degree  Colleges  
offering  P.G.  Programmes  and  1  Private  Degree  College  (Bhargava  Degree  
College,  Samba)  offering  the  same  course.  5  Management  studies  colleges  in  J  
&  K  are  there.  There  is  only  University  of  Jammu  offering  Distance  Education  
.For  attaining  excellence  in  Higher  Education,  the  Colleges  in  J  &  K  are  
grouped  in  clusters  with  one  College  as  lead  College.  There  are  9  such  
clusters,  4  in  Jammu  Province,  4  in  Kashmir  Province  and  one  in  Ladakh  
Region. 
 
Table  no.  1  showing  number  of  universities  in  j  &  k  along  with  the  year  of  
establishment:- 
 

Name  of  the  University Year  of  establishment 
University  of  Kashmir 1949 
University  of  Jammu 1969 
SKUAST  Kashmir 1982 
SKUAST  Jammu   1999 
SMVD  University  Jammu 2004 
Baba  Gulam  Shah  Bud  shah  University   2005 
Islamic  University  of  Science  &  Technology 2005 
Central  University  of  Kashmir 2009 
Central  University  of  Jammu Still  to  be  established 

 
 
 There  are  17  colleges  of  education  in  Kathua,  9  in  Samba,  35  private  and  
1  Govt.  college  of  Education  in  Jammu,  8  in  Udhampur  and  Reasi,  4  in  
Rajouri  and  Poonch  and  1  college  of  education  in  Kishtwar. 
 Statistical  representation  of  colleges  of  education  in  Jammu  province  till  
2010:- 
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Table  no.  2 
 

Year No.  of  colleges 
1981 3 
1991 3 
2001 36 
2010 75 

 
 
 There  are  total  37  Private  and  Government  Medical  Colleges  in  J  &  K.  
Some  of  the  renown  medical  colleges  affiliated  to  University  of  Jammu  &  
Kashmir  are  :-  Government  Medical  College,  Jammu,  Acharya  Shri  Chander  
Medical  College,  Jammu,  Government  Medical  College,  Srinagar,  Jehlum  Valley  
College  of  Medical  Sciences,  Bemina,  Srinagar,  Sher-I-Kashmir  Institute  of  
Medical  Sciences,  Soura,  Srinagar. 
 According  to  College  Development  Council,  Universities  of  Jammu  and  
Kashmir,  growth  of  Government  Degree  Colleges  in  Jammu  since  1905  is  as  
under  :- 

 
Table  no.  3 

 
1905 1953 1954 1955 1961 1969 1979 1986 1989 2003 2005 2008 2011 

1 1 2 3 2 1 1 2 1 1 11 9 10 
 
 
 Growth  of  Government  Degree  Colleges  in  Kashmir  since  1905  is  as  
under:- 

 
Table  no.  4 

 
1905 1942 1948 1950 1951 1962 1963 1972 1979 1986 1988 2003 2004 2005 2008 2010 2011 

1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 4 1 1 8 9 1 11 
 
 
 Growth  of  Government  Degree  Colleges  in  Ladakh:- 

 
Table  no.  5 

 
1994 1995 2011 

1 1 1 
 
 
 At  present  there  are  45  Government  Degree  Colleges  in  Jammu,  47  in  
Kashmir  and  3  in  Ladakh. 
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Results  and  Discussion:- 
Results  have  been  discussed  under  the  following  headings: 
Status  of  some  Government  Degree  Colleges  in  Jammu  province  during  2012:- 

 
Table  no.  6 

 
 GWC  

PARADE 
1953 

GDC  
KATHUA 

1961 

GDC  
REASI 
2003 

GDC  R  S  
PURA 
2005 

GDC  BANI 
2008 

GDC  
MAHANPUR 

2011 
Total  
no.  of 

teachers 

Permanent  
-98 

Contractual  
-25 

Permanent  -54 
Contractual-39 

Permanent-
6 

Contractual-
18 

Permanent-
19 

Contractual-
12 

Permanent-
1 

Contractual-
7 

Permanent-0 
Contractual-4 

Total  
no.  of 

students 

Approx-  
6000 

Approx-2700 Approx-540 Approx-
1120 

Approx-300 Approx-78 

Building Yes Yes Yes Yes Nil/  9  
colleges 

were  
opened 

Nil/  10  
colleges 

were  opened 

Subject 
Streams 

B.SC,  
B.A,B.BA, 

B.COM,  
B.  CA, 

P.G(Home  
science) 

B.  
SC,B.A,B.BA, 

B.COM,  B.  
CA, 

P.G(Geography) 

B.SC,B.A, 
B.COM 

B.SC,  B.A B.A B.A 

 
 
Discussion 
These  results  indicated  that  the  Colleges  which  were  established  earlier  like-  
GWC  Parade,  GDC  Kathua  have  sufficient  pupil  teacher  ratio.  They  have  all  
the  infrastructural  facilities  and  subject  streams.  The  Colleges  opened  during  
2003  and  2005  have  less  permanent  staff  and  more  contractual  staff.  They  
have  infrastructural  facilities  to  some  extent  but  some  subject  streams  are  
missing  in  them. 
 We  can  also  observe  that  the  colleges  opened  during  2008  and  2011  have  
only  contractual  staff  with  no  permanent  faculty  member.  Pupil  teacher  ratio  is  
insufficient  there.  They  even  do  not  have  their  buildings  and  only  Arts  Stream  
is  there.   
 
 
Conclusion 
Higher  Education  is  an  important  stage  of  education.  It  is  the  education  which  
helps  the  students  to  develop  self-confidence,  self-respect  and  self-dependent.  
There  is  Higher  Education  in  various  fields  like  Engineering,  Medical,  Law,  
Commerce,  etc.  Government  has  made  several  plans  and  schemes  for  its  
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growth  and  development.  Recently,  according  to  the  newspaper  (Greater  
Kashmir,  Dt.  28/09/2012),  the  Governor  of  J  &  K,  N.  N.  Vohra  informed  the  
President  about  the  growth  of  Higher  Education  in  the  state  in  recent  years,  
and  also  informed  about  the  establishment  of  many  new  Universities  and  
Colleges  across  the  state  and  highlighted  the  problems  being  presently  faced. 
 The  Government  has  also  decided  to  open  Model  College  in  every  district  
of  the  state  during  12th  five  year  plan,  which  started  on  April  2012.  The  
model  college  will  have  modern  facilities  and  infrastructure  that  can  be  shared  
by  other  institutions  nearby  for  collective  growth.  The  Home  Minister  recently  
announced  vocational  training  and  subsequent  employment  to  40,000  J  &  K  
youths  over  5  years  through  a  special  project  called  UDAAN.  State  Cabinet  
has  also  approved  22  new  colleges  for  J  &  K.  No  doubt,  Higher  Education  is  
reaching  at  every  door-step.  It  is  good  to  see  the  rural  areas  being  covered.  
Hope  the  new  Colleges  would  be  equipped  with  requisite  physical  infrastructure  
and  staff  (both  teaching  and  non-teaching).  A  College  cannot  be  operated  from  
a  rented  building  where  the  temporary  service  of  the  teachers  may  be  hired  on  
contractual  basis  and  where  students  just  enrol  them  for  examination  purposes.  
Before  opening  more  new  colleges  the  need  is  to  improve  the  condition  of  
existing  ones  first. 
 
 
Suggestions:- 
Certain  effective  steps  are  to  be  taken  for  improving  quality  of  Higher  
Education  so  that  along  with  quantity,  quality  can  also  be  assured: 

i. Degree  Colleges,  Colleges  of  Education  and  other  Higher  Educational  
Institutions  should  be  opened  in  a  planned  manner.  They  should  be  
opened  keeping  into  consideration  population  of  the  area.  Colleges  
should  be  opened  in  approachable  areas  and  be  furnished  before  
hand. 

ii. Proper  facilities  and  opportunities  should  be  given  to  the  teachers  
and  professors  to  complete  and  initiate  their  PhD’s.  Appropriate  
facilities  for  writing  research  oriented  books  and  research  papers  be  
provided  to  the  professors  and  teachers.  Journals  and  other  related  
materials  should  be  available  in  the  college  library. 

iii. For  the  professional  growth  of  the  faculty  members  in  higher  
education  the  courses  like  orientations,  refreshers,  seminars,  
workshops  and  conferences  are  required.  It  is  further  suggested  that  
the  permission  for  attending  these  courses  should  be  liberally  
granted. 

iv. Appropriate  pupil  teacher  ratio  should  be  maintained  for  the  smooth  
functioning  of  teaching  learning  process. 

v. Quality  knowledge  should  be  imparted  to  the  students.  Students  
should  be  encouraged  to  go  for  research  activities. 

vi. Residential  facilities  to  the  staff  should  be  provided  by  the  
Government.  Staff  quarters  should  be  constructed  within  the  college  
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premises. 
vii. Government  has  increased  no.  of  colleges  wherever  possible.  It  has  

only  increased  the  quantity  but  quality  is  compromised,  as  shown  in  
table  no.  6,  during  2008  nine  colleges  were  opened  but  without  any  
infrastructure  facility. 

viii. It  is  being  suggested  that  as  there  are  Army  Schools  and  Kendriya  
Vidyalays  established  by  Centre  Government  for  providing  proper  
Education  to  the  wards  of  Army  personnel  and  also  to  the  wards  of  
Centre  Government  Employees,  State  Government  should  also  make  
such  type  of  arrangements  for  the  wards  of  faculty  members  in  
Higher  Education. 

ix. It  is  further  to  be  suggested  that  examinations  should  be  conducted  
well  in  time,  papers  should  be  evaluated  as  early  as  possible  and  
the  results  be  declared  within  shorter  period  so  that  the  common  
students  do  not  suffer. 

x. The  up  gradation  of  the  institutions  should  be  according  to  the  
guidelines  of  the  NAAC.  For  the  supervision  of  the  teachers  their  
academic  achievements  (results  of  the  classes  in  which  they  are  
teaching)  and  their  personal  achievements  (conferences,  seminars,  
workshops,  articles,  publications,  etc.)  are  to  be  kept  into  
consideration. 
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