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Abstract 

 

The purpose of the study was to relate single parenting style as a predictor of 

juvenile delinquency in selected cities in Cavite. It aims to determine the 

parenting styles of single parents, test its significance on the three cities of 

Cavite; Dasmariñas, Imus and Bacoor, and to know the relationship between 

single parenting styles and juvenile delinquency. A descriptive correlational 

method was used in this study, wherein, survey was distributed to 118 

respondents composed of 59 single parents and 59 children with an age of 10-

18. The results of the study suggest that most of the single parents in the 

selected cities of Cavite exhibited Authoritative parenting style. However, no 

significant relationship was observed between any parenting styles as a 

predictor of juvenile delinquency but rather single parenting’s style can be 

predictor for a tendency of the child to commit delinquency. Hence, it can be 

concluded that one of the implication of the results is that parenting can be a 

predictor of juvenile delinquency. The researcher recommended that 

authoritative parenting style is encouraged of use for it has a moderately low 

chance to lead children to be in conflict to the law in terms of the norms in 

Imus, Cavite. Moreover, future researchers were challenged to include 

personality and economic status to the variables taken into consideration in 

investigating the same relationship. 
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1. Introduction 

Parenting is a tough job, but single parenting is an even tougher challenge, as one 

parent tries to fulfil the roles of both a mother and a father to their child. Single 
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parenting is highly demanding physically, emotionally and financially. There are 

numerous reasons and circumstances for single parenting, such as separated, 

divorce/annulment, a spouse working abroad, a child born out of wedlock, or even the 

illness or death of a parent (Ezzeldine, 2011). Single parent families are different from 

families with two parents living under the same roof. People become a single parent 

due to divorce/annulment, separated, deceased partners, or they simply chose to be 

this way. Single parenting varies according to their circumstances, but there are also 

common experiences that are shared by most single-parent families (Better Health 

Channel, 2013). 

Since 1960, Americans increasingly accept single parent families through divorce and 

non-marital childbearing. Lamb & Baumrind (1978) had been concerned about the 

relationship between parenting styles and personality development of the child. 

Baumrind (1978) has largely focused on four aspects of parental behavior, strictness, 

demands for the child to achieve intellectual, emotional, and social maturity, 

communication ability, and warmth and involvement. Baumrind (1978) labelled three 

most important styles: the authoritative, authoritarian, and permissive style. 

Diana Baumrind (1973) defined the parenting styles as: Authoritative parents who are 

strict and warm and demand mature behavior but use reason rather than force 

discipline; Authoritarian parents who are rigid in their rules and who demand 

obedience for the sake of obedience; Permissive parents who are easy going with 

their children, warm and supportive but poor in communicating. 

According to Bowser (2009), parenting style is one of the predictors for juvenile 

delinquency. Several problems observed in our society like juvenile delinquency, 

mendicancy, and abortion, rooted in poor parenting and unhealthy relationship among 

family members and with the desire of contributing to the fluid knowledge on 

parenting styles used by parents, understand how children really feels about their 

relationship with their parents and their peers, and know how children adjust or 

respond to society and their immediate environment including their family and their 

peers. This pure basic research on parenting styles, children’s perceived relationship 

with their parents and peers, and the children’s perceived social adjustment was 

conducted (Gilongos & Guarin 2010). 

Smith, Cowie & Blades (1999), describes delinquency as the legal definition of 

antisocial behavior. As such, it overlaps greatly with violent and aggressive behavior, 

although it also includes crimes such as vandalism and shoplifting, which do not 

cause harm to people directly. 

Howard Becker (1966) identified four types of delinquencies such as Individual 

delinquency, in which only an individual is involved in committing a delinquency. It 

is based on the explanations of psychiatrists. Group-supported delinquency is 

delinquency committed in companionship with others. The studies of Thrasher and 

Shaw and McKay (1999), talk of this type of delinquency. Organized delinquency, 

delinquencies that are committed by formally organized groups; and Situational 

delinquency, as a delinquency that is not deeply rooted, and motives for delinquency 

and means for controlling it are often relatively simple. 

Patterson (1989, 1991), described delinquency as ―Early starters‖ which are the 

aggressive and disruptive in primary and middle school, and often peer rejected at that 
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time, but also associate with others like them in secondary school and form the core of 

antisocial peer groups, and ―Late starters‖ are those who follow a more normal 

development path but who show some aggressive and antisocial behaviors for a 

period, as they get drawn into the risk-taking behaviors of antisocial peer groups 

during adolescence. 

Nowadays, juvenile delinquency is the trend issue on the society. Most news is about 

juvenile delinquency. In that case, states of the cases of juvenile delinquency are 

questioned. Another thing is how the society may deal in this situation. That is the 

reason that the researchers deal within the conduct of this study. The researchers were 

concerned on the cases of juvenile delinquency in the society. In this case, researchers 

came to focus on determining if single parenting’s styles is a predictor of juvenile 

delinquency in selected cities of Cavite. The parenting styles of single parents will be 

related to as a predictor of juvenile delinquency on selected cities of Cavite. The 

researchers selected the three Cities of Cavite; Dasmariñas, Imus and Bacoor. 

According to B. Salazar (February 2014), Social Welfare Officer 3, who handles 

cases of juvenile delinquency of PSWDO, these are the nearest cities to Manila that 

are known as the most delinquents. On the other hand, the three selected cities have 

the most number of immigrants from other places like Manila that may cause the 

cross-cultural factors. 

 

 

Statement of the Problem 

The purpose of the study is to relate single parenting’s style as predictor of juvenile 

delinquency on the selected Cities of Cavite. 

Specifically, this study will answer the following questions: 

1. What are the parenting styles of single-parents on the selected cities of Cavite? 

2. Is there a significant difference between parenting styles of single parents on 

the selected cities of Cavite in terms of their demographic profile? 

3. Is there a significant difference between parenting style of single parents on 

the selected cities of Cavite? 

4. Is there a significant relationship between juvenile delinquency and single 

parents’ parenting style on selected cities of Cavite? 

5. Is single parents’ parenting style a predictor of juvenile delinquency on the 

selected cities of Cavite? 

 

 

Scope and Limitation 

The study entitled ―Single Parenting’s Style as a Predictor of Juvenile Delinquency on 

the Selected Cities of Cavite‖ is limited in determining single parenting’s style as a 

determinant of juvenile delinquency and establishes relationship between parenting 

style and juvenile delinquency on the selected cities of Cavite. The scope of the study 

was selected subjects within the city of Cavite, specifically in Dasmariñas, Imus and 

Bacoor. The researchers selected single parents regardless of reasons such as 

separated, divorced/annulled, deceased partners, left by the partner or chose to be a 

single parent and have a child from ten to eighteen (10-18) years of age, the juvenile 
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age, as their subjects which make it different from other studies. This study did not 

focus on a specific delinquency in able to avoid biases and did not also provide 

possible solutions to decrease juvenile delinquency and single parent's population. 

This study also didn’t label if the child participant (son/daughter of the single parent) 

is already a delinquent or not. Only Department of Social Welfare Development 

(DSWD) has the right to label if a child is delinquent or not according to Ms. B. 

Salazar, Social Welfare Officer 3, PSWDO, it is only limited to finding relationship 

between the two variables of the study which are the single parenting’s style and 

juvenile delinquency. Needed information had been read and confirmed to give mere 

facts about the juvenile delinquency case. For the study, separate questionnaires had 

been distributed to subjects that revealed correlation to the focus of the study. 

 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Many studies showed further that parenting styles has a connection on child’s 

behavior, child’s personality and even on child’s cognitive development. Parenting 

styles includes: authoritative parents; authoritarian parents; and permissive parents. 

Juvenile delinquency which is the repeated violation of the law by those 17 and 

younger, is a serious problem in our society. Hoeve et al. (2009) reviewed dimensions 

of parenting behavior that can be classified as support (e. g., affectionate, 

communicative, non-rejecting) or control (e. g., consistent discipline, monitoring, 

knowledge, rule setting) and their association with delinquency, defined as behavior 

prohibited by law. Adolescents concluded that both parental support and control were 

associated with lower levels of delinquency, with stronger effects for parental 

monitoring including parental knowledge, child disclosure, and active monitoring and 

positive support lack of hostility and rejection (Mowen, 2011). 

Parental relationships which exhibit environments of hostility and conflict can put 

adolescence at an increased risk of deviance including vandalism and drug use 

(Pires& Jenkins, 2007; Duncan et al., 1998). Pires and Jenkins (2007) found that 

parenting styles and the quality of the parent-child relationship have a mediating 

effect on adolescent drug use. In their study, the researchers observed that drug users 

had significantly lower levels of satisfaction in the relationship with their parents than 

did adolescents who did not use drugs. Furthermore, a negative parent-child 

relationship and lack of attachment was also highly correlated with adolescent 

antisocial 

behavior (Pires& Jenkins, 2007). Along these lines, Wills et al. (1996) observed that 

children and adolescents who believed they had little support from their parents were 

especially vulnerable to use illicit drugs. Again, in both Wills et al. (1996) and Pires 

and Jenkins (2007), the adolescents who engaged in deviant behavior reported high 

levels of hostility and low levels of support from their parents. 

 

Synthesis 

One of the highest sources of an adolescent’s problem is family relations (J. 

McMahon, F. McMahon, & T. Romano, 2001). McLaughlin and Muncie (1993) 

discussed some consistent and reccurring basic factors in their review of delinquency 
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history and origin. These factors are identified as social disorganization, family 

breakdown, inadequate parental control, and inadequate socialization. According to 

Loeber (1996), delinquency is typically classified as overt and covert delinquency 

which states that overt delinquency refers to violent offences such as attacking 

someone with or without a weapon, threatening, murder, and rape and covert 

delinquency refers to non-aggressive acts such as shoplifting, pick pocketing, arson, 

vandalism, and selling drugs. Overt delinquents are furthermore characterized by 

problems in their childhood such as poor family functioning and covert non-

aggressive delinquency, on the other hand, is relatively more often found in 

nonpersistent adolescent-onset delinquents, who have relatively normal backgrounds 

(Moffitt &Caspi 2001). 

Research has consistently shown that children in single-parent homes are more likely 

to be delinquent (Breivik, Olweus, Endersen, 2009; Mandara& Murray, 2006; Astone 

and McLanahan, 1991, 1994; Downey & Powell, 1993; Wu, 1996). Hence, the 

absence of one parent is a major predictor for juvenile delinquency (Mack et al., 

2006). The parenting styles on childhood development and early adolescent social and 

behavioral outcomes were really important (Schaffer et aI., 2009; Brand et al., 2009; 

Claes et al., 2005; Sirvanli-Ozen, 2005; Darling & Steinberg 1993; Lamborn et al., 

1991) 

The relationship of parents to their child plays a big role on the child’s development. 

Parents discipline their children according to what they know is right. It is important 

to know what is the parent’s parenting style so that society may know if it really 

affects their child’s behavior. 

Poor relationship between the parents and their child leads a child to commit 

delinquency. Also parent’s styles in disciplining his/her child may lead for the 

tendency of the child to committing delinquency. 

 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Research design 

The descriptive-correlational research design was used to conclude if single parenting 

style is a predictor to juvenile delinquency in selected cities of Cavite. 

 

Participants of the study 

The participants of the study were single parents along with their child from selected 

cities of Cavite namely, Dasmariñas, Imus and Bacoor. In the study, single parents 

were either a single father or single mother. Furthermore, juveniles in the study were 

operationally defined as children with age range from 10-18 years old. The 

participants were comprised of 25 single parent and child from Dasmariñas, 21 

pairsfromBacoor, and 13 single parents and child participants from Imus. 

 

Sampling technique 

To conduct a study involving large number of participants, Multi-Stage sampling was 

used. Cluster sampling was also done In order to divide large population. This also 

eliminates bias since the study used purposive sampling. 
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Data Gathering Procedure 

The researchers sought help from institutions like Provincial Social Welfare and 

Development Office (PSWDO), city’s DSWD and the barangays of the three selected 

cities of Cavite to know the Census of the participants. Referral Letters were given to 

the heads of each city which was permitted by PSWDO. Upon approval, house to 

house visit was done. The researchers selected a total of 118 participants from the 

three selected cities of Cavite. 

 

Research Instruments 

With the approval of the authors and the publishers, two different instruments were 

used by the researchers. (1) Self-report Delinquency Scale by Delbert S. Elliot, Ph. 

D., et. al which best describe if juveniles commit delinquency and how often the 

juveniles commit delinquency; and (2) The Parenting Style Indicator, which identify 

the parenting style of the single parent participants if they possess Permissive, 

Authoritative, or Authoritarian style. To make the instrument valid, it was evaluated 

by professionals and by the Provincial Social Welfare and Development Office. Both 

instruments were translated in Filipino language for the participants’ better 

understanding and were approved by a Filipino critic. 

 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

This study focuses on the presentation, analysis and interpretation of the data from the 

participants and is intended to determine if single parenting’s style is a predictor of 

juvenile delinquency on the selected cities of Cavite. 

 

Gender. 

Table 1 shows the distribution of participants by gender on the selected cities of 

Cavite. In Dasmariñas, 4% were male and 96% were female single parents, while 

48% male children and 52% female children. In Imus, 30. 77% were male and 69. 

23% were female single parents while 38. 46% male children and 61. 54% female 

children. In Bacoor, 14. 29%were male and 85. 71%werefemale single parents, while 

42. 86%were male children and 57. 14%were female children. 

The presumption that most single parents are mothers is accurate. This result may be 

attributed to the large number of female in the Philippines especially in Cavite 

compared to that of male according to the report of National Statistics Office in 2013. 

According to the Census data of United States of America, approximately 82. 2% of 

custodial parents are mothers, and 17. 8% of custodial parents (approximately 1 in 6) 

are fathers. 

An estimate of 94 million households in the United States, with 67 million or 71 

percent considered family households and 27 million or 29% considered nonfamily 

households (Waldrop and Exter 1990). Of the 67 million family households, 

approximately 12% were females heading families alone, compared to 5% in 1970. 

Female-headed single parent families represented the fastest growing family type, up 

36% since 1980 (Waldrop and Exter 1990). Conflict with the child’s father, in 

addition to not having a supportive husband, is an ongoing reality for many single 
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mothers. (Jackson &Scheines, 2005). Sometimes, the father does not acknowledge his 

offspring, and they go to court; many are freshly divorced and have a hostile 

relationship; yet others constantly fight over child support (Tharps, 2005). 

 

Table 1 Gender distribution of single parents and children on the selected cities 

in Cavite. 

 

 
 

 

According to Elterman 2006, abortion is not an option to Filipina single women, thus 

increasing the probability of being single mother parent. Besides abortion in the 

Philippines was available illegally and beliefs and family oriented culture, thus they 

wind up continuing the pregnancy. On the other hand, a man who is not really ready 

to be a father takes off on his responsibility. In the Philippines the laws governing 

child support are not very strong. As long as the boy takes off to another location, it’s 

almost impossible for the girl to get child support 

Subsequently after the researchers acquired that there are lots of single mothers 

compared to single fathers, the researchers thought of such factors that implies this 

result. First, when women got pregnant, after bearing a child, that child will be her 

responsibility for the rest of her life. On the other hand, if a man impregnated the 

woman, he bears nothing. He can leave his woman and his child any time he wants to 

without any responsibility. On the other hand, on courts, when the wife and the 

husband would file for legal separation and the child’s custody is an issue, mostly the 

custody for their child is being given to the mother unlike to the father. Maybe 

because, they are not yet ready to be father, yet if the woman feels the same that she is 

not yet to be a mother, she has no choice but to stand for being a mother despite of 

having no partner. 

 

Age. 

Table 2 shows the age range of the children participants on the elected cities of 

Cavite. Participants under age range of 10-12 got 35. 59%; participants under age 

range of 13-16 got 52. 55%, and participants under ages 17-18 got 11. 86%. 

       Single Parent                       Children

f % f %

Male 1 4 12 48

Female 24 96 13 52

Male 4 30.77 5 38.46

Female 9 69.23 8 61.54

Male 3 14.29 9 42.86

Female 18 85.71 12 57.14

Dasmariñas

Imus

Bacoor

GenderCity
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These findings may imply that most of the participants are teen agers and fall under 

adolescence stage. 

 

Table 2 Age range distribution of the children on the selected cities of Cavite 

 

Children's age in years f % 

10 – 12 21 35. 59 

13 – 16 31 52. 55 

17 – 18 7 11. 86 

Total 59 100 

 

 

Parent/child conflict increases during adolescence as the healthy teenager pushes for 

more independence to grow and healthy parents restrain that push in the interests of 

safety and responsibility (Pinkhardt C., 2011). 

According to the book "Stop the Screaming, " the frequency and intensity of conflict 

between young person and parents increases as the process of adolescence causes 

them to grow apart like pulling away from parents and family to create one's own 

independent social world of friends, to give more guiding influence to peers, and to 

establish more privacy from parents, communicating with them less than one did as a 

child. So now there are more conflicts over the young person's reduced involvement 

with family, over increased activities with peers, and over how much personal 

information parents have a right to know. Conflict arises from two different ways of 

looking at the same issue. Teenager and parent disagree about such issues as what's 

desirable, what's appropriate, what's right, what's wrong. The two parties, in this case 

parent and teenager, mutually agree to disagree about and contest a difference 

between them. Hence the endless conflicts arising from separation, differentiation, 

and opposition those unfold between parents and teenager over the course of 

adolescence (Pinkhardt C., 2009). 

Maguin and colleagues (1995) found out that boys ages 14-16 under poor family 

management practices their predicted self-reported violence were manifested at the 

age of 18, while boys under 10 years of age were not manifested. dangerously, and 

strongly against their religious This study revealed that most of the participants are 

teen agers and fall under adolescence stage. Adolescence stage is the crucial stage of 

individual’s life, wherein curiosity rises and conflicts with parents start. It is the stage 

of life where an individual tends to try and explore more things, at the same time 

becomes self-centered and not able to listen to any advice of their parents. 

 

Table 3 Age range distribution of single parents on the selected cities Cavite. 

 

Single Parent's age in years f % 

25 – 32 11 18. 65 

33 – 40 23 38. 98 

41 – 49 25 42. 37 

Total 59 100 

http://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/parenting
http://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/adolescence
http://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/parenting
http://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/adolescence
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Age. 

Table 3 shows the age distribution of single parents on the selected cities of Cavite. 

Ages 41-49 got the highest percentage of 42. 37% and the lowest percentage were 

ages 25-32 which got 18. 65%. Some women are deciding to delay pregnancy; others 

are deciding to delay marriage or other substantial relationships — indefinitely. 

WYNC’s The Brian Lehrer Show recently did a segment on the large number of 

single women living in New York City’s five boroughs. Apparently, 1. 5 million 

women 30 or older — 42% of women in NYC — have been in a relationship and 

have a child. This puts the number of single mother in New York higher than in any 

other city or state in the U. S. Despite the prevalence of being single mother in NYC, 

women still face a stigma regarding their relationship. Ages 30 years and older is the 

stage were women tend on having thoughts that they don’t really need a husband or a 

man in their lives as long as they have a child (Lewis M., 2012). 

Most single parents are middle-aged. Researchers acquired that this maybe because 

middle aged women is the stage when their beauty fades in contrast with men, 

because this is the stage when men tend to look more manly and handsome. And this 

thing may lead couples to separation. On the other hand, this is the stage where both 

parties tend to have misunderstanding. This is also the stage wherein they both want 

to explore more things which may cause conflicts as partners. 

Table 4 reveals that among parenting styles, authoritative style was commonly used 

by single parents on selected cities of Cavite with a mean of 3. 23 in Dasmariñas, 3. 

24 in Imus and 3. 37 in Bacoor, followed by permissive style with a mean of 2. 48 in 

Dasmariñas, 2. 47 in Imus and 2. 36 in Bacoor, and authoritarian style with a mean of 

2. 01 in Dasmariñas, 2. 34 in Imus and 2. 22 in Bacoor. 

This implies that single parents are usually authoritative in child upbringing as 

evidenced on the result of this study. Furthermore, the study reveals that single 

parents share with the child the reasoning behind the policy applied and solicits the 

child’s objections when he refuses to confirm. This concord with the study conducted 

by De Lisi (2007), stating that authoritative parents have a very standard strict rules 

but explain the logical reasons to the child, asks for the child’s feelings and are 

affectionate and concerned towards the child. Authoritative parenting is the optimal 

parenting style for raising adolescents (Steinberg, 2001), as used in the study for the 

selected cities namely Dasmariñas, Imus and Bacoor, province of Cavite. 

Australia, China, Russia and other countries have been ratified to these three 

parenting styles (Hart et al., 1998;Leung et al., 1998). 

 

Table 4Parenting styles of single parents on the selected cities of Cavite. 

 

City Parenting Style Mean sd Interpretation 

Dasmariñas Permissive 

Authoritative 

Authoritarian 

2. 48 

3. 23 

2. 01 

0. 88 

0. 76 

0. 87 

Significant 

Significant 

significant 

Imus Permissive 

Authoritative 

Authoritarian 

2. 47 

3. 24 

2. 34 

0. 84 

0. 89 

0. 93 

Significant 

Significant 

significant 

http://www.wnyc.org/shows/bl/2012/jun/15/single-new-york-womens-stories/
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Bacoor Permissive 

Authoritative 

Authoritarian 

2. 36 

3. 37 

2. 2 

0. 89 

0. 86 

0. 89 

Significant 

Significant 

significant 

Note: Always =3. 25-4. 00; Sometimes=2. 50-3. 24;Rarely =1. 75-2. 49;Never =1. 

00-1. 74; *significant at 0. 05 level; **not significant at 0. 05 level 

 

 

According to Baumrind (1978) authoritarian, permissive, and authoritative parenting 

styles are often used in research studies investigating parenting styles on correlation to 

diverse child outcome variable such as academic performance and attainment, self-

esteem, aggression, substance abuse and delinquent behaviour (Dornbusch et al; 1987 

Hart et al., 1998; Hill, 1995; Lamborn, Mounts & Steinberg Sornbusch, 1991; 

Shumow, Vandell& Posner, 1998). 

Significant difference (p<0. 05) between parenting style of single parents on selected 

cities in Cavite and among the parenting style within the selected cities of Cavite was 

observed. Therefore, the null hypothesis of no significant difference (p<0. 05) on the 

parenting styles of single parents on selected cities of Cavite was rejected. This means 

that the level of parenting style of single parents on selected cities in Cavite varies. 

It further shows that the difference on the use of parenting styles is evident. 

 

Table 5 Demographic profile of single parenting’s style on selected Cities of 

Cavite in terms of gender 

 

City Gender Single Parent  p-value Remarks 

f % 

Dasmariñas Male 1 4 0. 2576** not significant 

Female 24 96 

Imus Male 4 30. 77 0. 5356** not significant 

Female 9 69. 23 

Bacoor Male 3 14. 29 2. 29E-07* significants 

Female 18 85. 71 

Note:*significant at 0. 05 level; **not significant at 0. 05 level 

 

 

Table 5 shows the parenting style of single parents on selected cities of Cavite. 

Significant difference (p<0. 05) was observed on the city of Bacoor as compared to 

the city of Dasmariñas and Imus but no significant difference was seen between the 

city of Dasmariñas and Imus. 

This revealed that parenting style used by single parents does not depend on their 

gender. Traditional gender roles, which are common in traditional families in which 

the male is the breadwinner and the female is in charge of childcare and housekeeping 

define masculinity as being independent, assertive, and aggressive (Eagly& Steffen, 

1984; Eagly, 1987). Feminity is defines as being nurturing, sensitive and emotional 

(Slavkin& Stright, 2000; Bem, 1981) 
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Traditional gender roles, which are common in traditional families in which the male 

is the breadwinner and the female is in charge of childcare and housekeeping define 

masculinity as being independent, assertive, and aggressive (Eagly& Steffen, 1984; 

Eagly, 1987). Feminity is defines as being nurturing, sensitive and emotional 

(Slavkin& Stright, 2000; Bem, 1981). 

 

Table 5. 1 Demographic profile of single parenting’s style on selected Cities of 

Cavite in terms of age 

 

City Age Single Parent  p-value Remarks 

f % 

Dasmariñas 25-32 7 28 0. 7432** not significant 

33-40 5 20 

41-49 13 52 

Imus 25-32 2 15. 38 2. 66E-12* significant 

33-40 5 38. 46 

41-49 6 46. 16 

Bacoor 25-32 2 9. 52 0. 9808** not significant 

33-40 8 38. 1 

41-49 11 52. 38 

Note:*significant at 0. 05 level; **not significant at 0. 05 level 

 

Table 5. 1 presents the parenting styles of single parents on the selected cities of 

Cavite in terms of age. Significant difference (p<0. 05) was observed on the city of 

Imus as compared to the city of Dasmariñas and Bacoor but no significant 

difference(p<0. 05) was seen between the city of Dasmariñas and Bacoor. 

This further shows that parenting style used by single parents does not depend on their 

age. 

The result of this study suggests that parenting style of single parents does not depend 

on both gender and their age. This implies that gender and age does not affect on 

the parenting style of single parents on selected cities of Cavite. 

Table 6 presents the results for juvenile delinquency tendency on selected cities of 

Cavite. The overall computed mean and sd of 2. 11 and 0. 87, respectively, indicates 

that juvenile delinquency is evident on the selected cities of Cavite. This implies that 

juvenile delinquency does exist on the selected cities of Cavite; Dasmariñas, Imus and 

Bacoor. 

In the study of Osgood D. and Chambers J. (2003), research had found that 

delinquency rates are higher in communities with greater levels of family disruption. 

On the book of W. Lentz (Rural Urban Differentials and Juvenile Delinquency, 47) 

and J. Crim. L. (Criminology &Police Sci. 331, 1956-1957). A few decades ago, 

however, rural-urban differences in delinquency and crime formed an extensive 

literature which for the most part, placed its emphasis upon the incidence of 

criminality. ' Lower rates were found in rural areas than in cities. 
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Table 6 Juvenile delinquency on selected cities of Cavite 

 

City Mean sd 

Dasmariñas 1. 98 0. 78 

Imus 2. 12 0. 98 

Bacoor 2. 22 0. 85 

Overall 2. 11 0. 87 

Note: Always=3. 25-4. 00;Sometimes=2. 50-3. 24;Rarely=1. 75-2. 49;Never=1. 00-1. 

74 

 

Sampson (1985; Sampson and Groves, 1989) argued that unshared parenting strains 

parents’ resources of time, money, and energy, which interferes with their ability to 

guide their children and to form a social relations with other adults in the 

neighborhood. In addition, the lesser the number of parents in a community 

corresponding to the number of children, the more limited the networks of adult 

supervision will be for all the children. The relative isolation of living in a sparsely 

populated area may reduce opportunities for offending because of greater distance 

from targets and from potential companions in crime (Cohen and Felson, 1979; 

Osgood et al., 1996). This possibility is supported by Laub’s (1983b:189) finding that 

victimization rates are lowest in communities with the smallest populations, but only 

for populations of 25, 000 or less. 

Results of this study suggest that since the city of Dasmariñas is the farthest city from 

Metro Manila, it recorded the lowest mean of juvenile delinquency. On the other 

hand, Bacoor as the city nearest to Metro 

Manilarecorded the highest mean of juvenile delinquency. 

Table 7 presents the relationship between the juvenile delinquency and parenting style 

of single parents on selected cities of Cavite. Significant relationship (p<0. 05) 

between juvenile delinquency and single parenting’s style was observed on each city 

and within the cities. It implies that juvenile delinquency is dependent on what 

parenting style of single parents is used. 

Thus, the null hypothesis stating that there is no significant relationship between 

juvenile delinquency and parenting style of single parents on the selected cities of 

Cavite was rejected. Furthermore, a particular parenting style used by single parents 

may cause a child to become a juvenile delinquent or not. 

In the study conducted by Hickman, Bartholomae, and McKenry (2000) to college 

students, students with authoritative parents demonstrated greater levels of academic 

competence, more self-control, and better adjustment. Students of authoritarian and 

permissive parents demonstrated poor academic grades, poor college adjustment, and 

lower self-esteem. 

Other studies show that there is no clear relationship between parenting style and 

child psychopathology (Havill, 1996; Olafsson, 2001; Revie-Petterson, 1998). 

Thus, it is important to note that the influence of parenting style is often moderated or 

mediated by a number of variables such as temperament (Owens-Stively et al., 1997), 

gender (Beyers&Goossens, 2003), the child/teen’s perception of the parenting style 

(Paulson, 1994; Slicker, 1998), socioeconomic status and ethnicity (McCarthy, 1995), 
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the age of the child (Harris, 1998;Revie-Pettersen, 1998), religiosity (Feinman, 2001; 

Lindner & Hetherington, 1999), and family structure or cohesion (Bystritsky, 2000; 

Webster-Stratton & Hammond, 1999). 

 

Table 7 Relationship between juvenile delinquency and parenting style of single 

parents on selected cities of Cavite 

 

 
 

 

Hirschi (1969) outlined the importance of social control theory and concluded that 

children with strong attachment to their parents, among other factors, were less likely 

to commit crime than children who lacked attachment to their parents. 

Researchers acquired through this result that a particular parenting style used by 

single parents may cause a child to become a juvenile delinquent or not. 

Table 8 shows that permissive style and authoritarian style have a negative effect 

while authoritative style has a positive effect on juvenile delinquency. This means that 

the use of either permissive style or authoritarian style provides a greater chance for a 

child to become a juvenile delinquent. 

This table also shows that the regression coefficient of authoritative style is negative, 

as authoritative style is increasingly used; thelesser is the chance of the child to 

become a juvenile delinquent. 

Results of the study showed that permissive style, authoritative style, and 

authoritarian style were found to be significant predictors of juvenile delinquency. 

Furthermore, it was found out that the computed multiple correlation coefficient was 

0. 208 and the adjusted r
2
was 0. 185. This further implies that the variability of these 

sets of independent variables can explain 18. 5 percent of the variability of juvenile 

delinquency. Looking at the p – value, all of the parenting styles have values less than 

alpha (0. 05), and this result implies that parenting styles have an impact on juvenile 

delinquency. 

In a study of adolescents, Steinberg and colleagues (1994) found that adolescent-

reported authoritative parenting was associated with maintaining a higher level of 

social competence and adjustment across a two-year period of high school. 

In contrast, authoritarian parenting was associated with increased internalized distress, 

while permissive parenting was associated with less distress and more externalizing 

problems. 

Parenting practices are one of the most powerful predictors of future problem 

behavior, while studies before 1990 established the positive benefits of authoritative 

parenting and negative benefits of authoritarian and permissive parenting (Demo & 

Cox 2000). Wells and Rankin (1988) found that boys with very strict parents 

(authoritarian) reported the most violence. Boys with very permissive parents reported 

                                                      Parenting Style

Mean sd Mean sd Mean sd Mean sd

Dasmariñas 1.98 0.78 2.48 0.88 3.23 0.76 2.01 0.87 significant

Imus 2.12 0.98 2.47 0.84 3.24 0.89 2.34 0.93 significant

Bacoor 2.22 0.85 2.36 0.89 3.37 0.86 2.22 0.89 significant

City
Juvenile 

Delinquency RemarksPermissive AuthoritarianAuthoritative
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the second highest level of violence. Boys with parents who were neither too strict nor 

too lax (Authoritative) reported the least violence. The so called indulgent parents, 

likethe authoritative ones, also foster an environment of acceptance, dialogue and 

affection; but when children disobey, indulgent families do not impose strict rules 

since they believe children can regulate their own behaviour through dialogue and 

reflection 

 

Single Parenting’s Style as a Predictor ofJuvenile Delinquency on Selected Cities of 

Cavite 

 

Table 8 Single Parenting’s Style as a Predictor ofJuvenile Delinquency on 

Selected Cities of Cavite 

 

 
 

Multiple r = 0. 0208 

R
2
 = 0. 43 

Adjusted R
2
= 0. 185 

 

 

Permissive or laissez-faire parents are those who impose few restrictions, rules or 

limits on their children. Reports had shown that authoritarian parenting styles has 

negative connotation in literature because of the negative behavior outcomes of 

adolescents and children. Some found that authoritative parenting style has more 

positive effects on the adolescent‟ behavior‖. Ang& Groh, Utti, (2006) reported that 

permissive or laissez faire parenting without well-defined or clear-cut goals and such 

parents play a passive role in the rearing of children. Several researchers had shown 

that adolescents from laissez-faire parenting are more prone to delinquent behaviors 

and health problems than those from the other forms of parenting homes. 

According to Barnes & Farrell (1992), net of various controls, including family 

history of alcohol abuse, higher levels of parental support, and monitoring associated 

with low levels of alcohol use, drug use and delinquent behavior among adolescents. 

The researchers acquired through this result, that using authoritative parenting style, 

which indicates being balanced as a mother implies a lesser chance for the child to 

commit delinquent acts. As the parent knows how to balance being strict and giving 

freedom to their child lends for a child to prevent committing delinquent acts. On the 

other hand, using permissive and authoritarian parenting style may had the greater 

chance to lead for a child to be delinquent. As the parent was too strict or too much 

freedom given to their child, the child has the possibility to do delinquent acts, most 

especially on adolescents. According to Wu, 1998 emphasized that as the adolescent 

 Regression Parameters Regression Coefficients Standard Error t-computed p-value

Constant 9.482 0.245 2.314 0

Permissive 1.296 0.0925 1.401 0.0342

Authoritative -1.67 0.0653 -0.256 0.0128

Authoritaian 2.661 0.0624 -426 0.003
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grows older, he/she has more courage to try out new things; more criminal things and 

rebellious nature also increase. For as the parents play a big role on their child’s 

development, they should be responsible enough on their child’s feelings and 

concerns. 

 

 

SUMMARY 

This study entitled ―Single Parenting’s Style as a Predictor of Juvenile Delinquency 

on Selected Cities of Cavite‖ was conducted to determine if the parenting style has a 

significant relationship with the juvenile delinquency. In the three selected cities of 

Cavite; authoritative parenting style was dominantly used, followed by permissive 

and authoritarian. 

Authoritative parenting style has a positive effect on juvenile delinquency while 

permissive style and authoritarian style has negative effect on juvenile delinquency. 

The regression analysis revealed that authoritative style is negative, as authoritative 

style is increasingly used (regression coefficient-1. 67); Furthermore study also 

showed that permissive style, authoritative style, and authoritarian style were found to 

be significant predictors of juvenile delinquency,. This further implies that the 

variability of these sets of independent variables can explain 18. 5% of the variability 

of juvenile delinquency. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 
Most of participants are adolescence, this is the stage wherein teenagers are having 

identity crisis and explore their curiosity. Large number of single parents’ underlie on 

middle aged. This is the time where both parties tend to have misunderstanding which 

may lead the couple to separate. Gender and age does not affect parenting style of 

single parents on selected cities of Cavite even to their parenting style that they are 

using. Dasmariñas recorded the lowest mean of juvenile delinquency and Bacoor 

recorded the highest mean of juvenile delinquency. There is a particular parenting 

style used by single parents that cause a child to become a juvenile delinquent or not. 

Lastly, being too strict and giving to much freedom to child, may lead a child to 

become delinquent. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

For single parents, they should be aware of their parenting styles and the positive and 

aversive the way they discipline their children. 

For school and Government especially DSWD they can conduct seminars on their 

students and their single parents. 

For Psychologists and Counselors they must be aware of the child’s family 

background also to the parenting style that being use by the parents. 

For researchers this study may serve as their reference. 
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