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Abstract 

In this research paper, we analyze the socio demographic characteristics of the 

postgraduate students in Tamilnadu, Trichy district in particular. For this we 

have interviewed 302 students in the study area. Today’s world is a lot 

different from what existed earlier. At every stage of the development from 

infancy to childhood, one witnesses a drastic change in values, morality, 

ethics, culture and traditions. In this paper we study the personnel profile of 

the respondents and the relationship among various items in detail and 

interpretation given for the explanation of real fact in the study. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Today’s youth is under tremendous pressure not only from the parents and teachers 

but also from the peers. This study is an effort to know the level of personality, 

emotional maturity and social maturity and well-being of social work students. They 

have to be trained to develop self confidence, self-direction, social feeling, and 

productivity, social and human values. Students have to adopt the skills of social 

development to make them socially concerned and aware along with inculcating in 

them social behaviour.  

The researcher collected the required data by questionnaire method from the 

postgraduate social work students in Tamilnadu, Trichy district. The researcher 
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carried out the data collection during the month of December 2015 April 2016. It took 

five months to collect the data from the respondents. 

 

2. STATISTICAL ANALYSIS  

The result of the data collection is the accumulation raw data is a quantitative form. 

Such data are then summarized and subjected to statistical analysis. Standard scoring 

procedure was adopted and data was analyzed statistically by using the SPSS 

(Statistical Package for Social Science). The statistical design is comprised of the 

frequency distribution mean.  

Analysis and Interpretation form the central part of the research process. Analysis of 

the data includes study the tabulated material in order to determine the inherent fact. It 

is a process of breaking down the complex factors into simplex forms and potting 

them together in new arrangement for the purpose of interpretation. This process 

requires flexible and open minded. Interpretation is a search for the process, to find 

meaning for the research.  

 

3. PERSONAL PROFILE OF THE RESPONDENTS 

This section displays the personal details of the respondents based on their frequency 

distribution and the percentage analysis are given. 

 

Table 1: Distribution of Respondents by their Socio Demographic Characteristics 

 

S. no Aspects related 

Socio-demographic 

Characteristics 
 

No. of 

respondents 

(n:302) 

Percentage 

1. Age    

 20 35 11.6 

 21 92 30.5 

 22 88 29.1 

 23 47 15.6 

 24 and above 40 13.2 

2. Sex   

 Male 121 40.1 

 Female 181 59.9 

3. Domicile   

 Rural 163 54.0 
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 Urban 139 46.0 

4. Marital Status 

Married 

Unmarried 

 

21 

281 

 

7.0 

93.0 

5. Religion 

Hinduism  

Christianity  

Islamic  

 

200 

85 

17 

 

66.2 

28.2 

5.6 

6. Community  

OBC 

MBC 

SC/ST 

General  

 

121 

68 

 67 

 46 

40.1 

 22.5 

 22.2 

15.2 

 

 

Figure 1. 

 

Table 2: Distribution of Respondents by their Economic Status 

S. no  Economic Status No. of respondents 

(n:302) 

Percentage 

1. Type of house   

 Hut 32 10.6 

 Tiled  92 30.5 

 Concrete 178 58.9 
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2. Nature of house   

 Own 218 72.2 

 Rented 84 27.8 

3. Family Income 
Up to 10000 

 

116 

 

38.4 

 10000-20000 94 31.1 

 20000-30000 48 15.9 

 30000-40000 26 8.6 

 40000-50000 11 3.6 

 above 50000 7 2.3 

 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

 

Properties  

  

 Movable 40 13.2 

 Immovable 92 30.5 

 Both 83 27.5 

 None 87 28.8 

5. Part time job   

 Yes  39 12.9 

 No 263 87.1 
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Figure 2. 

 

Table 3: Distribution of the Respondents by Their Family Status  

S. no  Aspects related to Family  

No. of 

respondents 

(n:302) 

Percentage 

1. Type of Family   

 Joint Family 218 72.2 

 Nuclear Family 84 27.8 

2. Family size   

 1-3 75 24.8 

 3-5 208 68.9 

 

 
5-7 

19 6.3 
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Figure 3 

 

Table 4: Distribution of the Respondents by their Educational Qualification 

S. no Aspects related to Education 
No. of respondents 

(n:302) 
Percentage 

1. 
Courses of Study    

 I MSW 180 59.6 

 II MSW 122 40.4 

2. Educational Qualification    

 BA 48 15.9 

 BSc 33 10.9 

 BCom 118 39.1 

 BSW 88 29.1 

 PG or Professional  15 5.0 

3. Additional Qualification   

 Computer 212 70.2 

 Type Writing 33 10.9 

 Diploma 38 12.6 

 Others 19 6.3 
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4. Extracurricular Activities    

 NSS 104 34.4 

 NCC 27 8.9 

 
Sports 75 24.8 

 
Music 38 12.6 

 
Drawing 31 10.3 

 
Others 27 8.9 

 

 

 

Figure 4 

 

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS  

It is evident from table 1 that It is evident from table that 30.5 per cent of the 

respondents are 21 years of age whereas 29.1 per cent of them are 22 years, 15.6 per 

cent of the respondents have said that their age is 23 years and few respondents are 24 

years of age and above, and only 11.6 per cent of the respondents are aged 20 years. It 

is clear that, as all the respondents where pursuing post graduation in social work and 

so they were between the age group of 22-24 years. Regarding the gender of the 

respondents, nearly majority of them (59.9%) were female and 40.1 per cent of them 

were male and most of the previous study finding were also similar to this study. 

More than six decades the percentage of female students outnumbers the male 
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students in social work course (Stanley) and this has been made evident in this study 

also. It makes clear that female respondents are choosing social work as their 

discipline and mainly medical and psychiatric social work as their specialization and 

it is followed by community development specialization.  

Marital status plays a predominant role in the society, where much importance has 

been given for cultural aspects. The married one is more respectable than the single. 

Marriage brings an important and major change in the lives of men and women, 

irrespective of the economic position. In Indian society, marriage is supposed to be a 

social obligation. In this context, this study makes an attempt to analyze the marital 

status of the surveyed respondents. It is noted from the above table that, vast majority 

of the respondents (93%) were unmarried and only few per cent of respondents (7%) 

were married. Most of the married respondents are hailing from rural areas and this is 

common in Indian culture.  

Regarding religion of the respondents, majority of them (66.2%) belong to Hindu 

religion whereas 28.2 per cent are followers of Christianity and very few respondents 

(5.6%) belong to the Islamic religion. It is observed from the table, that 40.1 per cent 

of respondents belong to backward caste and equal member of respondents (22.5%) 

belong to most backward caste and schedule caste whereas only 15.9 per cent of them 

come under the other caste or general category.. 

Table 2 shows that The type of house possessed by an individual shows his 

economic status in the society. It is observed from table 2 that, nearly  majority of the 

respondents (58.9%) are living in concrete houses, nearly one third of the respondents 

are residing in tiled houses, and the rest were (10.6%) living in thatched houses. 

Regarding ownership of house, majority of the respondents (72.2%) are living in their 

own houses and 27.8 per cent were living in rented house.  

 

The family income for 38.4 per cent of the respondents was below Rs.10000 per 

month, 31.1 per cent of the respondents’ families’ monthly income were between 

Rs.10000 to 20000  and the remaining respondents (30.5%)  family income is above 

Rs.20000. Asset of the family is one among the factors which determine one’s 

educational level as well as the employment opportunity. Against this backdrop, this 

study tries to analyze the type of assets and its value, which is presented in table, 

nearly one third of them are having only immovable properties (30.5%), 27.5 per cent 

of the respondents are having both movable and immovable properties and 28.8 per 

cent of the respondents do not have any kind of property and the remaining (13.3%) 

having only movable properties. It is stated from the table that, vast majority of the 

respondents (87.1 %) are not going for jobs and the remaining 12.9 per cent of the 

respondents are doing part -time jobs. 

 

Table 3 shows that Family is a social group and the strongest source of influence on 

the individual. The family is an earning, consuming and decision making unit. In 

India, traditionally there were joint and extended families. In modern days, the joint 
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family system is disintegrating and giving rise to nuclear families and there is a 

radical change over the period. Table 3 shows that majority of the respondents 

(72.2%) came from joint families and the respondents who came from nuclear 

families were 27.8 per cent. Regarding family size of the respondents, majority of the 

respondents (68.9) have 3-5 members in their family whereas 24.8 per cent of their 

family size comprises of 1 to 3 members and the remaining 6.3 per cent of the 

respondent’s family size includes 5-7members. As majority of respondents come from 

nuclear families, their family has 1 or 2 children. 

The above table 4 A nation’s progress or development depends on education of the 

people in general. Education is considered to be the chief means of social awareness 

and development. Education makes man a rational thinker. Educated person have 

access to mass media and communication channels and are more likely to take 

preventive measures than less educated persons. Education appears to have a major 

effect on employment. From table 4 it is noted that, nearly majority of the respondents 

(59.6%) are studying first year master of social work and 40.4 per cent are studying 

second year master of social work. Level of education plays a vital role in 

determining the employment. It creates new observations and thinking capacity of 

human life. To pursue post graduation in social work,  students with any UG degree 

can opt this course and let us see the options of the respondents in their under 

graduation. Majority of them have studied B.Com (commerce) as their major and 29.1 

per cent studied social work, 15.9 per cent have studied Bachelor of Arts and the 

remaining respondents (15.9%) were from science and professional courses. 

Regarding additional qualification, it is seen from the table that majority of the 

respondents (70.2%) have completed computer courses, 12.6 per cent of the 

respondents have done diploma courses and the remaining 17.2 per cent of them have 

completed type writing and technical work. While considering the extracurricular 

activities, 34.4 per cent of them are interested in national service scheme and 24.8 per 

cent were interested in sports, 12.6 per cent of them have interest in music and 10.3 

per cent of the respondents are interested in painting and the remaining respondents 

have other interests. 
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